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Aim
o Today, we live in a world of interconnected global issues of great complexity. While the scale
and magnitude of the global issues are accelerating and growing ever more complex, our
ability to comprehend these challenges and respond accordingly across all sectors is not
matching pace. The gap between the increasingly interconnected complexity of our
problems and our ability to make sense of them is the «wisdom gap».

o In Switzerland, the «wisdom gap» manifests itself in a unique challenge area – successfully
integrating new technology into society, such as drones used as an urban air mobility
solution in the context of the Swiss U-Space implementation. in particular, we strive to help
smoothen the path to prepare the society towards better acceptance of, and adaptation
to, new technologies of high public interest.

Vision
o The BRIDGE lab is envisioned to be the “fertilizer” for innovation through dialogs,
exchanges, networking opportunities, as well as its policy and public-facing outputs.

o In the short run, activities organized at the lab will allow UZH researchers and societal
actors working on related topics to enhance their existing research and business portfolios.

o In the long run, the outcomes of the lab activities will help regulators and public
authorities to define clear competence profiles and favourable conditions to strengthen the
attractiveness and competitiveness of the region as a unique hub for innovation.

Approach
o Strategy: a structural vessel that generates competencies, resources, and networks with concrete and measurable outputs (e.g., strategy papers,
policy recommendations, or media contributions).

o Research: a defined research agenda aligned with the DSI Challenge Areas on cross cutting topics, synchronizing expertise from internal scientific
collaborators and external project partners.

o Engagement: strategic engagement activities in the form of regular purpose-oriented lab meetings and thematic events, alongside organization and
participation in targeted public fora (e.g., World Economic Forum, Swissnex).

o Outreach: internally strengthening existing collaborations with UZH excellence centres to streamline competencies (e.g., Innovation Hub, Citizen
Science Centre); externally establishing new partnerships with broader societal actors to complement areas of expertise (e.g. Swiss universities,
industry members, administrations, and civil society organizations).

Summary
In The BRIDGE Lab, DSI researchers aim to co-create a
collaborative platform as a structural vessel to promote
research and innovation around framework conditions of
successful implementation of digital innovations in society,
by connecting science with broader societal actors including
industries, governments, regulatory authorities, and civil
society organizations in Switzerland.
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Mission
o We aim to promote networking, facilitate dialogs, coordinate events, offer guidance, and provide an independent and curated space for ideas and
inspirations to emerge and mature.

o We commit to develop a roadmap for success on societal acceptance of high-impact technologies for industries (e.g., Swiss Valley for Robotics),
public administrations (e.g., Canton Zurich), federal regulatory authorities (e.g., Federal Office for Civil Aviation), and research excellence centres of
Swiss universities (e.g., UZH Innovation Hub, ETH RobotX, NCCR Robotics).

o We strive to act as an enabler of value creation for both Canton Zurich through the smooth implementation of the Swiss U-Space in the Zurich area,
and the larger scientific community through the accelerated transition from research innovation to industrial innovation.

o We aspire to contribute to regional economic growth through connecting science with industries, incubators, service providers, and public authorities
around specific challenge areas of digitalization.
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